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               Achieving Academic Success 
 
Academic success depends a great deal on the effort exerted. Teaching your child the 

importance of this simple face is not easy, but the confidence he/she will gain from it will help 
tremendously in the future. Here are some ways to help your child achieve success with 
improved effort. 

 
Recognize, value, and reward effort. Let your child know that effort is an important 

factor in achieving any goal. Praise your child for trying, not always just for achieving. 
 
Acknowledge task difficulty. Sometimes you can provide encouragement simply by 

recognizing the difficulty level of a problem. Comments like, “Wow, that is a tough problem, 
keep at it,” will encourage your child and provide that extra push needed for success. 

 
Emphasize effort more than ability. Effort can change whereas ability in considered 

less alterable. Children who stick with a task longer and more persistently take more 
responsibility for the outcomes of their behavior, and tend to attribute their success and 
failures to effort rather than ability. 

 
Learn from mistakes. Teach your child that there is nothing wrong with making mistakes 

as long as we learn from them. Turn failure into a learning experience. Explain the benefits of 
trying to your child. 

 
Provide feedback about performance. Check your child’s work frequently, and be 

specific in any feedback you provide. Tell him/her what has been done well, then work 
together to correct any mistakes. 

 
By recognizing, and rewarding effort, acknowledging the 

difficulty of some tasks, emphasizing effort more than ability, 
turning mistakes into learning opportunities, and providing 
feedback, you will help your child achieve greater success in 
school and other life experiences. 

 
Mr. Kerry R. Keener, Ed.S 
Principal 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
January in Kindergarten is such an amazing time! As we approach the 

middle of the school year, the children really start to take off in so many 
areas! Most of the students know their letters and sounds, and are 

beginning to truly read and write.  We are enjoying writing and reading about winter-
weather favorites such as sledding, building snowmen, and drinking hot cocoa!  Thankfully, 
most children can handle zipping coats, putting on snow pants, and changing boots to 
shoes as the cold weather is here!  We have so much to look forward to in February! First 
is Groundhog Day where we will learn about this little creature as well as the legend of 
how he helps predict the weather.  Of course, we can’t wait to send our fondest regards 
to each other on Valentine’s Day, too. We will also celebrate the 100th day of 
kindergarten with many activities to help us understand how much 100 really is. Let's not 
forget learning about Abraham Lincoln and George Washington as President’s Day 
approaches. February is Dental Health month too, so we will learn about the importance 
of taking care of our teeth. February is going to be exciting!  
 
 

 
       February will be a very busy month for our first graders! In Math, we 
will continue our study of addition, solving subtraction problems with unknown 
numbers and will begin geometry. In Science, we will continue our “Waves: 

Light and Sound” unit.  In this unit, students will learn how light is needed for sight, that 
light interacts differently with different materials and that sound is caused by 
vibrations. The first grade will continue to work with sight words and blending letters and 
sounds. In Reading, we will focus on summarizing a story and analyzing story elements. 
The children will also study Valentine's Day and President's Day! February has an action 
packed three weeks of school and a much deserved Winter Break. 
 
 

 
It’s hard to believe that we’re halfway through the school year already! 

Time sure flies when you’re having fun! The second graders really enjoyed 
the Hightouch in school field trip titled “What is the Matter?”. The field trip 
was a great way to introduce our upcoming science unit “Structure and 

Properties of Matter.” The students will have fun exploring objects and sorting them 
based upon their unique properties. In math, students have been working on subtracting 
one and two-digit numbers using multiple strategies. In reading and writing we have been 



learning about summarizing and synthesizing. We also just finished up a descriptive 
writing piece about our favorite treat. Yum! February is going to be a very busy month 
with the 100th Day of School, Valentine’s Day, and Winter Break, just to name a few of 
the special days this month. 

 

         January was a month filled with lots of exciting activities and learning 
experiences to start the New Year!  We’ve been very busy this second 
trimester in all of our subjects.  In Language Arts, we have been 
summarizing, making connections, inferencing and learning about cause and 
effect.  The students also wrote about what they were thankful for, or their 

own New Year’s resolutions as an essay assignment.  In science, we’re currently learning 
about forces and motion.  In Math, we have learned about multiplication and division.  We 
continue to enjoy learning about the history of Michigan in social studies.  Please make 
sure the students continue to practice their multiplication tables each night! We look 
forward to a wonderful February! 
 
 

 
          It’s hard to believe that we are halfway through the school year! In 
math, fourth grade is working on Unit 4: Attributes and Angles of 2D 
Figures. The students really enjoy using math tools, such as protractors to 
measure angles. They also enjoy exploring the properties of different 

shapes. Please continue to practice multiplication and division facts at home. In reading, 
we continue to work on improving fluency and comprehension while working in guided 
reading groups that target specific skills. In writing, we are finishing up our persuasive 
writing unit and will move on to informational writing. In Social Studies, we are just 
starting our Economics unit. In Science, we are learning about energy transfer. A few 
ways to help at home is to ask your child what they learned in school every day, to ask 
them to explain vocabulary for the different subjects areas, and for them to SHOW you 
what they learned (especially in math). 
 

 
          February Happenings in 5th Grade: In Social Studies we will be 
focusing on Unit 3 which covers events leading to the American Revolution. 
In Science we are studying “Structure and Properties of Matter.” In Math 
students will work with fractions. Everyone should continue to study their 
multiplication/division facts daily. Please encourage your child to read 

independently at home, 20-30 minutes daily is ideal. Congratulations to Georgia Hoskins, 
our 5th grade district writing winner. She will represent our school at the District 
Writing Celebration. Keep instilling into your child the importance of taking pride in their 
work, and always doing their best.  
 

 



Welcome Class of 2032! 
                Warren Consolidated Schools invites you to attend the  

2019-20 Kindergarten Registration Meeting  
for parents of children who will be entering Kindergarten in September 2019 
at the Warren Consolidated Schools’ Performing Arts Center at 6:00pm 
(located in Sterling Heights at 12901 Fifteen Mile Road, attached to Sterling Heights High School) 
 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at 6:00pm 
Enrollment and registration information will be available 
at the meeting and on the District’s webpage, www.wcskids.net 
 
 

CAFETERIA NEWS    
See the monthly calendar of lunch selections which is sent home at 
the beginning of each month or it is located on the district 
website:          
http://www.wcskids.net/departments/nutrition-services/index.html  

BREAKFAST & LUNCH PRICE 
Breakfast - $1.25    Reduced Breakfast .30¢ 
Lunch - $2.75          Reduced Lunch .40¢ 
        Milk .60¢ 

 
 
P.T.O NEWS    
 

The next PTO Meeting is February 5th, 7:00 PM  in 
the cafeteria. Please join us to help make a difference. 

 
PTO officers for the 2018-19 school year are as follows: 
 
 President      Robert Callender   

   Vice President    Leah Merciez     
Secretary        Jessica Callender     
Treasurer      Angela Hinman   

 ____________________________________________ 

http://www.wcskids.net/departments/nutrition-services/index.html


February is Black History Month!       This month we celebrate the achievements and 
important contributions made to U.S. history by African Americans. Former, First Lady 
Michelle Obama has made many important contributions to the health of our nation and 
the fight against childhood obesity. She did this by spearheading the Let’s Move campaign. 
Mrs. Obama isn’t all talk and no action! She lives a physically active lifestyle and has even 
planted a garden at the White House to provide fresh vegetables. We thank Mrs. Obama 
for her efforts to make the U.S. a healthier nation. Let’s help continue her efforts by doing 
what we can to make our school and community the healthiest they can be! 

 
Healthy Hearts!        Make this your healthiest Valentine’s Day yet! A focus of Building 

Healthy Communities is to have healthy foods and drinks available at our classroom 
celebrations. Soon it will be Valentine’s Day and we would love to have some healthy 
options for students to enjoy. We can teach students that parties can include treats that 
taste great AND are healthy. Themes for this holiday are hearts and the colors red and pink. 
Some ideas for what to bring or send into school are; red apples, red seedless grapes, or 
strawberry yogurt. Use a heart-shaped cookie cutter to cut cheese slices. Make a healthy 
fruit roll-up: spread strawberry cream cheese on a whole grain tortilla, and top with red 
fruits or vegetables. How about a pink smoothie? Add some strawberry milk with yogurt 
and blend. 

 
We Live in a Winter Wonderland!        It can be hard to stay active all winter when it is 

cold outside and it gets dark early. However, it is just as important to exercise during the 
winter months as it is in the summer. Does your child like to go sledding, build a snow fort 
or just take a quick walk outside? Can you think of ways your family can be active inside? 
Put dance music on, go up and down the stairs a few times, do some stretches or yoga 
poses, or march in place while you watch TV. These and other activities will get your family 
off the couch, exercise their hearts, and improve circulation. Ask your child to show you 
what they are learning in P.E. Can you do what they have learned to do? Ask them what 
equipment they like to use in the gym; your school has received lots of new items. Ask 
them what they did at recess that would count as physical activity. 

 
Get Moving!             The recommended amount of physical activity for children is at least 

60 minutes per day. Building Healthy Communities gets kids moving in four ways: (1) 
through a quality, physical education curriculum, including new equipment, (2) encouraging 
students to be active during recess, (3) offering short physical activity breaks in classrooms, 
and (4) having a before– or after-school Healthy Kids Club which offers non-competitive 
physical activity in a safe and supervised setting. Encourage your child to be physically 
active at home and do LESS sitting around. Encourage them to turn the TV or computer off 
to move around more in ways they enjoy. When you do watch TV, think of fun movements 
to do during the commercials. Invite your kids to go with you when you walk the dog or 
shovel snow. Maybe you can walk to school together instead of driving. You will be 
surprised how easy it is to reach that 60-minute goal if you build physically activity into 
your day at several different times. However you choose to do it, just get moving! 

 



STUDENTS ARRIVING EARLY 
Please make sure not to drop-off your child before 8:30 A.M., 

because of the security system the front door WILL NOT open till 
8:30 A.M. 

 
STUDENTS ARRIVING LATE  

If your student arrives after the tardy bell (8:52 A.M.) YOU need 
to sign them in at the office.   
 

STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY 
Parents who call and ask that their child be ready in the office 
for pick up:  STUDENTS WILL REMAIN in class until you 
physically show up in the office and sign them out, then we will 
call the classroom.    

The office will not call the classroom after 3:30 PM for 
any dismissal:    If you need to pick up your child early, PLEASE 
DO SO BY 3:30 PM, since it’s hard to get hold of students or 
teachers after 3:30 PM.  

 

ALL after school plans should be made at home before your child leaves 
for school.  
Parents asking the office to deliver messages to their students, 
such as: go to Latchkey, not go to Latchkey, walk home, take the bus, not 
take the bus, etc….  WILL NOT BE DELIVERED TO YOUR STUDENT. 
 
THE OFFICE WILL NOT CALL THE CLASSROOM AFTER 3:00 P.M., 
FOR ANY MESSAGES. 
 

Plan Ahead 
Please have children prepare for school the night before. Be sure 
lunch or lunch money, homework, books, gym shoes, and musical 
instruments are in or near back packs, so they are not forgotten. 
We are trying to promote student responsibility. Phone calls 
home for missing papers, gym shoes, instruments, lunches, 
agendas, etc. will not be allowed — only for sickness and emergencies.  
 



 
 

      PEARL LEAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                              At Home Reading Calendar 
  Student Name: __________________________  Teacher Name: ____________________ 

February 2019 
Sunday 

 
  

 
 

   

 
  

 

   
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
  
 

 
 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    

 
 

 1 2 

3 4 
 

WIDA test 
starts 

5 
 

PTO Meeting 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 

10 
 

11 12 
 

13 
Count day 
Kdg parent 

meeting 
@ 6 PM @ PAC 

14 
 

15 
 

½ Day of 
School 

 

16 

 

17 

 
18 
 

No School 

19 
 

No School 

20 
 

No School 

21 
 

No School 

22 
 

No School 

23 

24 25 26 
 
 

27 
 

Spring Pictures 

28 
 

Make up day 
Kdg Info Night 
@ 6 PM @ PAC 

  

February  
 

 
 
Each day that the student 
reads the required 
amount of time, a 
parent/guardian will 
initial the appropriate 
box on the calendar. 
Students turn in the 
calendar during the first 
week of the following 
month. 
 
K-2 Students: Read for a 
minimum of   15 minutes 
each day. 

Grade 3-5 Students: 
Read for a minimum of 
20 minutes each day. 

 
 

 Students should read the 
required amount, a 
minimum of 20 days per 
month. 



 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
February 13  Count Day 
February 13  Kdg Parent meeting @ 6 PM  
     At The Performing Arts Center 
February 15  ½ Day of school, Dismissal @ 12:00 
February 18-22  NO SCHOOL – Winter Break 
February 27  Spring Pictures 

 
 
 

The LOST And FOUND is getting full. 
 
    Please label hats, scarves, gloves and coats. 
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